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and will be expected, that more effectual measures
will be pursued to make butter another year ; for it
is almost beyond belief, that from 101 cows actually
reported on a late enumeration of the cattle, that I
am obliged to buy butter for the use of my family."

Sheep were an unusual adjunct of a Virginia plan-
tation, and of his flock Washington wrote, " From
the beginning of the year 1784 when I returned
from the army, until shearing time of 1788, I im-
proved the breed of my sheep so much by buying
and selecting the best formed and most promising
Rams, and putting them to my best ewes, by keep-
ing them always well culled and clean, and by other
attentions, that they averaged me ... rather over
than under five pounds of washed wool each.0 In
another letter he said,-"I . . . was proud in being
able to produce perhaps the largest mutton and the
greatest quantity of wool from my sheep that could
be produced. But I was not satisfied with this;
and contemplated further improvements both in the
flesh and wool by the introduction of other breeds,
which I should by this time have carried into effect,
had I been permitted to pursue my favorite occupa-
tion/' In 1789, however, "I was again called from
home, and have not had it in my power since to pay
any attention to my farms. The consequence of
which is, that my sheep at the last shearing, yielded
me not more than 2^>J pounds. In 1793 he had
six hundred and thirty-four in his flock, from which
he obtained fourteen hundred and^fifty-seven pounds
of fleece. Of hogs he had " many/' but " as these
run pretty much at large in the woodland, the num-at of such books on agriculture as he
